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Board approves of sawmill that will create ]()bs

By Christina Lopes
Reporter

MILFORD—County of-
ficials have given the green
light for a sawmill to crank
up near Bowling Green and
create 14 new jobs that pay
$8 to $20 an hour.

The Caroline County
Board of Supervisors on
Nov. 26 unanimously ap-
proved a special excep-
tion permit to allow the old
sawmill to begin operation
again at 21529 Bagby Road.

The board had previous-
ly approved an expedited
hearing following a public
hearing held by the Caroline
County Planning Commis-
sion.

The current owner and
applicant James E. Hill is

selling the property, which
has not been used as a func-
tioning sawmill in over two
years, to John Rock Inc., a
wooden pallet manufactur-
ing company based out of
Philadelphia.

Mike Finchum, Caroline
director of planning and
community development,
said the mill is subject to
current zoning regulations,
which require a special
exception permit to be al-
lowed to operate as a saw-
mill again.

The Planning Commis-
sion sent the request to the
Board of Supervisors with
a recommendation for ap-
proval. Finchum also men-
tioned the applicant’s re-
quest for modifications of

operation hours.

The hours of operation
were set as 6 a.m. until 6:30
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, and 8 a.m. until 12 p.m.
on Saturday. The sawmill
will be closed Sundays.

Supervisor Reginald Un-
derwood wanted to know if
there had been any issues
when the mill was opera-
tional. Finchum responded
that he “did not see any is-
sues in the file.”

Finchum also noted that
in 2006 or 2007 a request for
an expansion of the mill was
made, and was approved by
the county. No expansion
was made, however.

Owner of John Rock Inc.,
Bill MacCauley, said the re-
opening of the sawmill in

Bowling Green would only
bring good things to the
county. “We’re here to bring
you jobs,” MacCauley told
the board. Since there has
been activity at the mill, “al-
ready 15 people have come

by looking for jobs,” ac-

cording to MacCauley.
MacCauley told the

board that the sawmill

would have 12 to 14 open
positions for county resi-
dents. He further stated that
the positions would pay $8
to $20 an hour, depending
on the department.
MacCauley told the
board that the company
plans to “update and mod-
ernize” the structure in or-
der to meet current safety
requirements.

Former Miss USA describes life in the fast lane

By Eric Miller
Editor

Former Miss USA Tara
Conner told a group of re-
covering men and women
that if she had heard her
story when she was 14, then
her life wouldn’t have be-
come such a mess.

A resident of Los Ange-
les, the model, actress and
singer/songwriter traveled
through Virginia this week
to promote hope for those
recovering from alcohol and
drug addiction. She made a
stop in Bowling Green and
had Kodak moments with
dozens ranging from local
pastors to recovering men
and woman. She spoke up-
stairs in the Caroline Coun-
ty Recovery Community
Center.

“Tara turned down a $1
million offer to pose for
Playboy” magazine, said
John Shinholser, president
of The McShin Founda-
tion, Virginia’s leading non-
profit, full-service recovery
community organization.

Tara, now 27, was
crowned Miss USA in
2006. During December
of that year, she entered the
Caron Treatment Center in
Pennsylvania and complet-
ed 30 days of treatment for
alcohol and drug addiction,
said Tony Spencer, Caroline
County’s commonwealth’s
attorney. Spencer supports
the Caroline recovery pro-
gram because he would
rather send non-violent
criminals to recovery than
jail, he said.

Tara will celebrate 7
years of sobriety next week.
The group sat in a circle
and Tara told her story and
noted that all of her alcohol
use was underage drink-
ing. She took her first drink
when she was 14 while on
a cheerleading trip. “By
the end of that year, I was
hooked on morphine. It’s
God’s wonder that I’'m alive
today. I got busted my fresh-
man year.

“I thought it was normal
to hang out with my friends
and do drugs on the week-
ends.”

But she got a new atti-
tude toward life when she
competed in beauty pag-
eants and won her first pag-
eant at 14. She was a fea-
tured model on the HDNet
series “Bikini Fantasies” in
2004 as a teen-ager.

She was Miss Kentucky
Teen USA 2002, Miss Ken-
tucky USA 2006 and then
Miss USA. Suddenly, “I
was on the red carpet with
celebrities and I had my
own stylist and driver and
I had a salary.” She was on
national TV news shows.
That wasn’t bad for a small
town girl from Kentucky.

But living in New York
City as Miss USA put her in
with the wrong crowd and
she got involved with guys,
drugs and alcohol. “I had
wanted to be famous and
now I was famous but I was
unhappy,” she said.

She noted that she first
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Former Miss USA Tara Conner talks with Tony Spencer, the commonwealth’s
attorney for Caroline County. The model, actress and singer from Los Angeles
stopped in Bowling Green on Dec. 3 to describe her recovery from years of drug
and alcohol addiction. She spoke at the Caroline County Recovery Community

Center.

had thoughts of suicide
when she was 16, and those
thoughts were back while in
New York. “I wanted God to
take me out.”

In late 2006, she was in
the national spotlight when
news reports claimed she
had been drinking under-
age and tested positive for
cocaine use while living in
Trump Place apartments in
New York. Donald Trump
held a press conference and
said he was willing to give
Tara a second chance. She
was allowed to retain her
title.

She “turned sober the
week before turning 21,”
she said. “I’ve never had a
legal drink.” She went to
Caron Treatment Center in
Pennsylvania. “It was fasci-
nating to be with a group of
people who I could relate to
and they could relate to me.
I threw myself into the 12-
step program. I did every-
thing they said to do,” she
told recovering young men
and women around her.
They went around the circle
and introduced themselves.
One said he had been clean
since 2006. Another started
his recovery on Jan. 16,
2013 and another started
Oct. 13, 2011.

“If not for being Miss
USA, I wouldn’t have been
able to afford a treatment
like that,” Tara told the
group. “Recovery is No. 1
in my life. But there have
been ups and downs in life.
Stuff happens, man. For
three years, I was living out
of my car. I was able to eat,
and if I needed a place to
stay, it was there. You can’t
save your face and your
butt at the same time.

“But at least I know how
to dream again. I know how
to be a good daughter and
a girlfriend. I never went
without hope or faith.”

During a question and
answer session, local pas-
tor David Upshaw asked
Tara what is the best way to
educate educators and oth-
ers on seeing signs of drug
and alcohol use to “catch it

early.”

Tara noted that many
parents don’t believe their
children could be using
drugs or alcohol. “But by
middle school, kids are in-
troduced to drugs and alco-
hol,” she said. “If I"d heard
my story when I was 14, 1
would have had a little bit of
hope.”

Spencer noted that she
had gotten on the road of re-
covery at an early age, and
Tara said, “I was put in a
great place for recovery.”

When asked if she would
consider having a movie
made about her life, she said
she wanted to first write
her memoirs. When that is
done, she might be open to
a movie, she said.

When asked if she prays
regularly, she said, “I feel
like my God is on call all of

the time.” She prays before
she speaks and asks God to
help her stay out of the way
of the message he is getting
out to people.

Through her work, she
hopes to raise awareness
that addiction is a disease
and that many people go on
to lead a healthy, produc-
tive life in recovery. She
especially wants educators,
families and profession-
als to know that sobriety at
an early age is achievable
and that it greatly enhances
life’s possibilities.

This week, she also visit-
ed the Henrico County Jail,
the Rubicon (a men’s treat-
ment center in Richmond),
Virginia State University
and the Virginia War Me-
morial. She spoke at The
McShin Foundation’s an-
nual holiday party/auction.
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During the hearing one
Bowling Green resident,
who lives on the same road
where the mill is located,
expressed opposition to the
reopening of the business.
The resident’s main concern
seemed to be the width of
the road, stating that it was
“not wide enough for cars
and trucks to pass safely.”

The citizen also told the
board that she had heard ru-
mors of the company putting
“trailers with illegal immi-
grants” on the property for
labor. She spoke of a dan-
gerous curve on the road,
and told the board “you’re
taking people’s lives.”

Floyd Thomas, chairman
of the Board of Supervi-
sors, added some levity to

the discussion by comment-
ing that “this was a sawmill
back when I had hair.” He
asked if there were any acci-
dent reports associated with
traffic on that road since the
mill had originally opened
in the 1960s.

Finchum reported that
there were no accident re-
ports on file. He suggested
that road improvement
questions go to the Virginia
Department of Transporta-
tion. “It is a VDOT issue,”
Finchum said.

The board will review
the progress of the mill one
year from the date of occu-
pancy and decide whether
to renew the agreement.

Hot air balloon fest, country
music coming to event park

By Christina Lopes
Reporter

Jeff Dillon, presi-
dent of the State Fair of
Virginia, said Meadow
Event Park will pres-
ent a hot-air balloon
festival in May and a
Country music festi-
val in June—events
that could draw 10,000
people.

Dillon gave a pre-
sentation on upcom-
ing happenings at the
Meadow Event Park
to the Caroline Board of Su-
pervisors on Nov. 26.

“We have a very exciting
2014 plan,” Dillon told the
board. “It’s good for us and
it’s good for the county.”

Dillon said that January
is already full of weekend
events, and that February
currently has two weekends
booked. March is also most-
ly full, and April will bring
many horse show events, ac-
cording to Dillon.

In May, the Meadow
Event Park will host a new
event: The Mid-Atlantic Hot
Air Balloon Festival. Dillon
said that the Farm Bureau
expects an estimated 10,000
people will attend this event,
which means increased tax
revenue for the county.

In June the K95 Radio
sponsored Country Fest will
come to the Meadow Event
Park. Dillon said that an-
other 10,000 people are es-
timated to attend this event.

The Tough Mudder ex-
treme fitness course will is
slotted for June as well. This
popular event is predicted to
bring in 7,000 to 8,000 peo-
ple from all over the Mid-
Atlantic area.

The rest of the summer
months are also filling up
quickly, said Dillon. Sep-
tember will bring the highly
anticipated State Fair. Di-
rectly after the closing of the
fair in October, a bluegrass
festival will be coming to
the park.

The Equine Extrava-
ganza will happen in early
November, followed by
another new event: a drive-
through holiday light show.
Dillon said about 10,000
cars are predicted to drive
through the show, which
should average about 25,000
to 30,000 people.

“We expect a very busy
year,” Dillon said. Floyd
Thomas, chairman of the
Board of Supervisors, told
Dillon that he and Farm Bu-
reau had done “a great job”
and that the county appre-
ciates everything that they
have done.

Dillon noted that the ma-
jor concern during the heav-
ily trafficked fair was park-
ing. “We did run a little tight
on parking,” he said, adding
that there had been a con-
cern that the venue would
run out of parking spaces.
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