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Landfill amendment rejected by Board of Supervisors
By Sarah Vogelsong | CP Reporter

A surprise decision by the Board of Su-
pervisors to not approve any changes to the 
county’s Solid Waste Management Plan has 
left a controversial proposal for a commercial 
landfill dead in the water.

County residents have hotly contested a 
proposal by Caroline Recycling, LLC, to es-
tablish a landfill on 684 acres at the intersec-
tion of Route 301 and Route 656 since it first 
emerged in November.

However, because neither the county’s 
Solid Waste Management Plan nor its zoning 
ordinance currently permit any private com-
pany to operate a waste management facility 
within the county, Caroline Recycling has not 
been able to file a formal application to de-
velop the site.

On Dec. 2, the Board of Supervisors held 
a public hearing on a proposed amendment 
to the SWMP. Several dozen residents turned 
out to voice their opposition to any changes 

that would open the door to an application 
from Caroline Recycling. At that time, the 
Board deferred a decision on the matter to its 
Jan. 27 meeting to allow Reggie Underwood, 
the representative for the Reedy Church dis-
trict, where the landfill would be located, to 
hold several constituent meetings on the mat-
ter.

Although the landfill was not on the pub-
lished agenda for last night’s Board of Super-
visors meeting, 10 residents spoke during the 

public comment period to urge the supervi-
sors to say no to the project.

After the public hearing closed, newly 
elected chairman Calvin Taylor informed 
those in attendance that “no decision has 
been made on the landfill.”

“Some people feel that the Board has al-
ready made up its mind, and I can assure you 
that no decision has been made,” he said. 
“The Board has not made up its mind.”

Route 722 bridge to 
close during construction
By Sarah Vogelsong | CP Reporter

A bridge on Nelson Hill Road spanning 
the Mattaponi River will be closed for 75 
days to allow necessary structural work in 
2016, the Board of Supervisors decided at 
its Jan. 13 meeting.

The decision represents a compromise 
with the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion. VDOT, which is overseeing the bridge 
repairs on both Nelson Hill Road (Route 
722) and Route 606, in November asked 
the Board to consider closing one or both 
bridges during construction in order to pro-
vide cost savings.

According to VDOT administrator Sean 
Nelson, the projects are currently under-
funded by about $500,000 to $600,000.

Closing the Route 722 bridge during con-
struction instead of leaving one lane open 
and carrying out the work in stages would 
save $754,407. Closing the Route 606 
bridge would save $863,658.

No county funds will be used for either 
project. All money will come from the state.

However, as Nelson told the Board on 

Jan. 13, “the conditions of the bridges are 
deteriorating at a rapid rate,” and delays 
in construction due to insufficient funding 
could cause lower weight limits to be posted 
and eventually the bridges to go out of ser-
vice.

“I’m not asking for both of them to be 
open,” Nelson said. “If we just have one to 
be closed for the duration, it’s going to help 
us.”

While closing one of the bridges wouldn’t 
completely make up for the shortfall in 
funds for both projects, Nelson said that it 
would make it easier for VDOT to come up 
with the additional funds needed.

Other factors affecting the supervisors’ 
decision included the length of the detours 
that would be produced by the bridge clo-
sures and the project duration. Although 
closing the Route 606 bridge would cut con-
struction time from 270 days to 125 days, it 
would subject motorists to a 20-mile detour 
for three months.

Closure of the Route 722 bridge would 
also cut project duration from 270 to 125 

Hispanic Congregation 
of Ladysmith celebrates 
10th anniversary
By Greg Glassner | CP Correspondent

Caroline County’s only Hispanic church 
celebrated its 10th anniversary Sunday.

Are there enough Spanish-speaking resi-
dents in the county to support a church? 
The short answer: Yes, although Pastor 
Eduardo Negron and his wife Idalia asked 
themselves the same question when they 
moved here in 2003.

“We knew that God had brought us to 
work with the Hispanic community. The 
problem was that we did not know where 
they lived or who were Hispanic,” Negron 
said.

“I remember praying with my wife, 
‘Lord, thou hast brought us here to do 
something for you but this place is a des-
ert of Hispanics. Show us what to do and 
where to go as we are baffled.’

“We bought a house here and went to 
several churches. We went to Ladysmith 
Baptist and Pastor (James) Eads and told 
him the Lord had brought us here and we 
didn’t know why. We said we were inter-

ested in starting a Bible study,” Negron 
said.

Eads was supportive and even sug-
gested they look into the church build-
ing that Ladysmith Baptist used for many 
years before building a new church. 

By Daniel Sherrier 
Editor

Rachael Matern remem-
bers several great teachers 
from her school days, partic-
ularly a few middle school 
teachers who would go out 
of their way to push her to-
ward the next level, help 
her out in any problem ar-
eas, and generally make the 
classes fun and engaging. 

Those educators inspired 
Matern to become a teach-
er herself—a decision she 
made while taking eighth 
grade history with a Miss 
Carlton.

“She made me love his-
tory,” Matern said. “She 
made us look at different 
perspectives … and why 
each side took the stand that 
they took.”

That’s an approach Ma-
tern brings to Caroline Mid-
dle School.

Matern, a Baltimore na-
tive and Randolph-Macon 
College graduate, has taught 
at CMS for the past seven 
years, the length of her 
career. She teaches ACE 

(All Children Excel) social 
studies to sixth, seventh, 
and eighth graders—which 
means she teaches U.S. his-
tory through the Civil War, 
civics and economics, and 
world history to 1500 A.D., 
respectively—and she in-
structs a general education 
sixth grade class.

ACE is an advanced-level 
program that allows for ex-
tra enrichment. For exam-
ple, Matern’s sixth graders 
recently portrayed a debate 
between Revolutionary 
War-era patriots and loyal-
ists—and midway through, 
the students switched which 
side they were presenting. 
That class will also be cre-
ating historically themed 
board games with special 
dice that will require them to 
use their mathematical skills 
as well.

With projects like these, 
Matern follows the ex-
amples of her own teachers 
who made the subject matter 
compelling.

“I had some pretty funny 
teachers in high school that 

also drew me towards want-
ing to teach history. I took 
AP (Advanced Placement) 
U.S. and Government, but 
they made it interesting. It 
wasn’t just that rote memo-
rization,” Matern said.

“I try to do that for my 
kids, because I don’t want 
them just sitting there being 
bored,” she added.

Working with three dif-
ferent grade levels of middle 
school students, Matern has 
little chance of becoming 
bored herself.

“I know everyone’s like, 
‘Oh my gosh, how could 
you teach middle school?’ 
They really are sweet, and 
they really mean well. 

They don’t always have 
filters. They don’t always 
know the correct way to  
 

Board eliminates penalty
By Sarah Vogelsong | CP Reporter

A penalty for late filing of tax returns 
for personal property acquired mid-year 
-- a penalty that has angered some county 
residents -- is being eliminated from the 
county code in response to legal advice and 
the recommendation of the Commissioner 
of the Revenue.

At their Jan. 13 meeting, the Board of 

Supervisors unanimously passed an emer-
gency ordinance that makes the amend-
ment effective immediately and is retroac-
tive back to Jan. 1 of this year.

In Caroline, all residents are required to 
send an itemization of their personal prop-
erty to the Commissioner’s Office by Feb. 
1 of each year. Until 2013, any property ac- 
 

Pastor Eduardo Negron and his wife Idalia.

AJ Derricott, #34, grabs the rebound from a Chancellor opponent’s shot. The 
Cavs lost the battle against the Chargers 82-74 at home last Tuesday. After a 
loss to North Stafford on Friday, the Cavs’ season record fell to 6-7. See full story 
on page 7. Photo by Dawn Haun.

Rebound man

Rachael Matern:  
Every child is different

see Penalty page 2

see Landfill page 5
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We currently have openings for local drivers. Local drivers run ship-
ments to Value City Furniture stores in Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia 
and pick up back hauls as needed. Our drivers are home every night.
We offer a competitive hourly rate and benefits including medical, den-
tal, vision, prescription card company paid life insurance, merchandise 
discounts up to 30% off, 401 k, and paid vacations. We also pay on a 
weekly basis. Become a part of our Value City Furniture Family at our 
Carmel Church location.
WE REQUIRE:
CDL Class A License
Previous experience with a good driving record.
No touch freight so heavy lifting is not required.

Apply in person, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
at 11266 Enterprise Parkway, Ruther Glen, 22546
On-the-spot interviews may be available. 
Call 804-448-5333 ext. 231 for additional information

LUXURY DELIVERY SERVICE
Local Drivers Needed

Furniture

EOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Town of Bowling Green

WHITE MEADOWS SUBDIVISION 
SEWER PROJECT

The Town of Bowling Green will hold a public hearing on Thursday 
February 5, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the Bowling Green Town Hall, 117 
Butler Street, Bowling Green, to solicit input on local community de-
velopment and housing needs in relation to Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funding for a project in the White Meadows Com-
munity primarily related to sewer service.

Information on the amount of funding available, the requirement of 
benefit to low- and moderate-income persons, eligible activities, and 
plans to minimize displacement and provide displacement assistance 
as necessary will be available. Citizens will also be given the opportu-
nity to comment on the Town’s and County’s past use of CDBG funds. 
All Interested citizens are urged to attend. For additional information, 
contact Stephen Manster, Town Manager at (804)633-6212.

Comments and grievances can be submitted in writing to the Town 
of Bowling Green, P.O. Box 468, Bowling Green, VA 22427 or by phone 
at (804)633-6212 and TTY 1-800-552-7917 or Virginia Relay #711 until 
February 13, 2015.
  If you plan to attend and have any special needs requirements, please 
call the number listed above.

Man charged with 
harassment by computer

The Caroline County 
Sheriff’s Office charged 
Anthony P. Carter, 22, of 
Bumpass, with harassment 
by computer and commit-
ting an act of terrorism by 
weapon Dec. 17.

Samantha I. Cauthorne, 
26, of Woodford, was 
charged with drug/narcotic 
violations Dec. 9.

James C. Simms, 51, of 
Ruther Glen, was charged 
with trespass of real prop-
erty Dec. 19.

John E. McLaren III, 31, 
of Woodford, was charged 
with drug/narcotic viola-
tions Dec. 11.

Logan A. Plummer, 18, 
of Fredericksburg, was 
charged with underage 
consumption of alcohol, 
drug/narcotic violations, 
and driving after illegally 
consuming alcohol Dec. 
21.

Joshua M. Honaker, 25, 
of Hanover, was charged 
with driving after a DUI 
conviction Dec. 21.

Jeffery A. O’Connell, 
44, of Ruther Glen, was 
charged with public drunk-
enness Dec. 21.

Sharon K. Cole, 50, of 
Rappahannock Academy, 
was charged as a felony ha-
bitual offender Dec. 26.

Steven L. Hickman, 
66, of King George, was 
charged with drug/narcotic 
violations Dec. 26.

Dakota A. Anderson, 
18, of Fredericksburg, was 
charged with assault and 
battery and drug/narcotic 
violations Dec. 26.

Daniel R. Leake, 26, of 
Spotsylvania was charged 
with driving under the in-
fluence and drug/narcotic 
violations Dec. 29.

Joseph E. Deavers, 
19, of King George, was 
charged with drug/narcotic 
violations and liquor law 
violations Jan. 1.

Karl Anderson, 50, of 

Ruther Glen, was charged 
with driving under the in-
fluence and refusal to sub-
mit to testing Jan. 1.

Robert W. Stenson III, 
48, of Ruther Glen, was 
charged with driving under 
the influence and driving 
with a suspended license 
Jan. 3.

Herbert L. Vaillancourt, 
55, of Ruther Glen, was 
charged with disorderly 
conduct Jan. 3.

Jason D. Althouse, 32, 
of Fredericksburg, was 
charged with public drunk-
enness Jan. 4.

Benjamin S. Wash, 32, 
of Stafford, was charged 
with stolen property of-
fenses, driving under the 
influence, and driving un-
der revocation Jan. 7.

Jeffrey A. O’Connell, 
44, of Ruther Glen, was 
charged with public drunk-
enness Jan. 8.

William T. Simmons, 64, 
of Warsaw, was charged 
with public drunkenness 
Jan. 9.

Jonathan Mullins, 25, of 
Ruther Glen, was charged 
with public drunkenness 
Jan. 9.

According to Sher-
iff Tony Lippa, Caroline 
deputies made seven drug 
arrests, two DUI arrests, 
five domestic violence ar-
rests, 32 other criminal ar-
rests, and issued 10 animal 
control summons or arrests 
during the week ending 
Dec. 27. 

The deputies served 85 
civil papers, issued 87 traf-
fic summonses, handled 11 
motor vehicle crashes, re-
sponded to 13 alarm calls, 
and dealt with five juvenile 
offenders. 

The Sheriff’s Office 
Communications Center 
dispatched 442 calls for 
service and handled 1,338 
telephone inquiries. 

That struck them as far 
too ambitious at the time, 
but the Negrons started a 
Bible study with four sea-
sonal workers from Mexi-
co.

Things grew from that 
humble beginning. The 
Hispanic Congregation of 
Ladysmith held its first ser-
vice in January 2005.

Ten years later the con-
gregation numbers over 

100 members who trace 
their heritage from Puerto 
Rico, Mexico, El Salvador, 
Bolivia, Guatemala, Pan-
ama, Nicaragua, and Hon-
duras. The congregation is 
multi-racial and bilingual.

Services are conducted 
primarily in Spanish. What 
is in Spanish is also inter-
preted in English via head-
phones. Hymn and song 
lyrics are projected onto a 
large screen in both Span-
ish and English, and por-
tions are sung in both lan-
guages.

Music plays a huge 
role in the regular Sunday 
morning services as well as 
at special occasions. The 
six-piece band, half adults 
and half children, consists 
of three guitars, a key-
board, and two percussion-
ists. It is good, loud, and 
loaded with energy.

“If you want to sing, 

sing. If you want to dance, 
dance,” the congregation is 
exhorted. And they do.

Although some members 
of this Evangelical Chris-
tian congregation used to 
attend Catholic churches, 
it is not their objective to 
convert Catholics, Negron 
emphasized.

“We are trying to reach 
the people who are not go-
ing to any church,” he said. 
“I am talking about the Bi-
ble. I am not talking about 
religion.”

During Sunday’s an-
niversary service, Negron 
and others noted that the 
past 10 years have provid-
ed many ups and downs, 
but the Hispanic Congrega-
tion has survived and pros-
pered.

A number of members 
of the original flock were 
engaged in the building 
trades, and some of those 

families had to relocate 
during the post-2008 reces-
sion. Participation has been 
on the upswing, however.

Like music, family val-
ues and solidarity are im-
portant to their faith as well 
as their Hispanic heritage.

“Last Sunday we had 68 
in church, and three or four 
families were not here,” 
said Idalia Negron, who 
serves as church secretary.

Her sister and brother-
in-law, Marilyn and Alex 
Montalvo, are involved in 
the music ministry. The 
Negrons’ daughter and 
son-in-law, Idalis and Luis 
Dominguez are also active 
in the ministry as youth di-
rectors, as are other family 
members. 

Like many country pas-
tors, Negron has a “day 
job” as a custodial manager 
in Prince William County.

A more festive celebra-
tion is planned for summer, 
when the weather is more 
predictable. The Negrons 
and the members of the 
congregation clearly are 
looking forward to what 
the next 10 years bring.

According to the U.S. 
Census, there are at least 
1,100 residents in Caroline 
County who listed their 
ethnicity as Hispanic. The 
potential for growth is ap-
parent.

The Hispanic Congre-
gation of Ladysmith holds 
services at 10:30 a.m. each 
Sunday and Bible Study at 
7 p.m. each Wednesday. It 
is located at 19443 Jeff Da-
vis Highway, Ruther Glen.

quired after Feb. 1 did not 
need to be filed until the 
following year.

Citizens who do not file 
their return by Feb. 1 are 
subject to a penalty that is 
either $10 or 10 percent of 
the tax owed, whichever is 
greater.

A policy change that was 
passed by the Board in Oc-
tober 2012 and went into 
effect on Jan. 1, 2013, how-
ever, required any resident 
who acquired new personal 
property, such as a car, af-
ter Feb. 1 to file a return 
with the Commissioner’s 
Office within 60 days of 
the acquisition. The tax 
was then prorated based on 
the number of months the 
property was in Caroline. 

Residents who did not 
file within 60 days were 
subject to a penalty equal 
to 10 percent of the pro-
rated tax due. 

It is this second penalty, 
not the tax itself, that the 
supervisors voted Jan. 13 
to eliminate.

The action was driven 
by advice from county at-
torney Benjamin Emerson, 
who advised the Board that 
state statute does not allow 
the county to put two dif-
ferent penalties in place for 
failure to file by the general 
county deadline of Feb. 1 
and failure to file within 
60 days of acquiring new 
property mid-year. Com-
missioner of the Revenue 
Sharon Carter suggested 

that the best way to handle 
this problem was to simply 
eliminate the proration pen-
alty.

Penalties for late filing 
of prorated property gener-
ated $65,000 in revenue for 
the county in 2014. Remov-
ing the penalty means that 
the county will lose this 
revenue but will be in com-
pliance with state law.

County administrator 
Charles Culley clarified 
that the amendment also 
eliminates the requirement 
that residents file a per-
sonal property tax return 
within 60 days of acquiring 
property after Feb. 1. Resi-
dents will still be subject to 
the personal property tax, 
and that tax will still be 
prorated, but they will not 
have to file a return them-
selves within 60 days of the 
acquisition.

Instead, the Commis-
sioner’s Office will identify 
the purchases using month-
ly data from the Virginia 
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles and will send a bill to 
residents for the property.

Under Virginia code, an 
emergency ordinance can 
be enforced for no more 
than 60 days after their 
adoption. A public hearing 
will be held on the amend-
ment within that time.

Taxes of a different kind 
also sparked some conver-
sation at the supervisors’ 
Jan. 13 meeting, when the 
Board split over the ques-

tion of whether the county 
zoning ordinance should 
be amended to require in-
dividuals applying for a 
building-related permit to 
provide evidence of having 
paid their real estate taxes.

The amendment would 
affect both commercial and 
residential applications for 
special exception permits, 
variances, rezonings, and 
land-disturbing permits.

“This I think would ad-
dress what might be a loop-
hole,” county Director of 
Planning Mike Finchum 
told the Board.

Madison Supervisor 
Wayne Acors expressed 
some concerns with the 
change, noting that “many 
times there are mitigating 
circumstances.”

“I want everybody to 
pay their fair share of taxes 
… but I think also we can 
sometimes go overboard in 
what we are trying to do,” 
he said.

Reedy Church Super-
visor Reggie Underwood 
disagreed: “Why would 
we want to … allow a per-
son to do additional things 
when they haven’t taken 
care of their basic prior-
ity?” he asked. “We can’t 
make loopholes and excep-
tions for people. It’s not 
right. It’s not fair.”

Mattaponi Supervisor 
Floyd Thomas expressed 
the opinion that making the 
requirement applicable to 
residential properties might 
cause problems and sug-
gested that it apply only to 
commercial properties.

Because the Jan. 13 
meeting represented the 
Board’s first reading of 
the amendment, no final 
decision on the question 
could be made. The Board 
ultimately decided to send 
the amendment on to pub-
lic hearing, with Acors and 
Thomas casting the dis-
senting votes.

Board eliminates penalty from page 1

Man injured as vehicle 
overturns on Route 301
A local man was injured in a vehicular 
accident Monday morning. According to 
the Virginia State Police, Henry G. Lynd, of 
Bowling Green, pulled his Dodge Dakota 
out of a gas station on Route 301 one mile 
north of Wagon Wheel Lane without yield-
ing to a Bluebird RV that was traveling in 
the right lane. The RV struck the Dakota on 
the driver’s side front, causing the Dakota 
to overturn. Lynd was transported to Mary 
Washington Hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries, and the RV driver, Donald 
J.McChargue of Sand Lake, N.Y., was not 
injured. Charges are pending. Photos by 
Dawn Haun
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